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Norton stipulated that Mallory had the right to
join the first party if he wished. His throat was
markedly better, and though he had so far borne
the brunt of the hardest work, yet, says Norton,
the energy and fire of the man were reflected in his
every gesture, and none doubted his fitness to go
as high as any. Of the remainder Bruce was now
palpably the strongest. So Mallory and Bruce
were to form the first pair. Somervell's throat was
still far from right; but it was benefiting a little
by the warmth of Camp I, his prestige since 1922
was enormous, and his rescue of the marooned
porters had enhanced it. He was to be one of
the second pair. The choice of the second member
was left to Somervell and Mallory, Norton again
leaving it to them to choose between himself,
Odell, Irvine and Hazard. They chose Norton,
and in making their choice they had to consider
the importance of having with each party a climber
who could talk sufficient Nepalesc to carry the
porters with him when their resolution might begin
to flag. Odell and Irvine were to be supporters at
Camp IV, and Hazard was to remain at Camp III.
May 28th, like the 27th, was cloudlessly fine and
hot, and some ardent spirits wanted to be at the
mountain again. But Norton was so impressed
with the improvement in the general health that he
decided to remain for yet another day. It was
not wasted : the fifteen " Tigers," as they were
nicknamed, were collected at Camp II, and Odell
and Irvine made up a rope ladder of Alpine rope